"No, Prince, thank you. I must go home. Theophanes
may have left some word and my maid Kallianassa
expects me; May I say one word, Prince, that I hope
and pray for your success to-morrow. I think your star
shines bright, Prince."

"You make it shine, my gift from God," he said.
"Sometimes I think we may just do them; at other times
I wonder. Sometimes I seem in a great stream drifting
to a cataract and certain to go over. Well, I've learned
that apathy's a deadly sin. But you will come to the
meeting if the meeting is held, and after the meeting
your maid and you had better be in the Palace here
until we see."

"We will be of your clan then," she said.

"You are now," he said. He went to a drawer and
pulled from it a piece of stuff. "We come from a moun-
tain lake," he said. "Our ancestress was a swan maiden,
Our colour is this blue of the lake with the white swans
flying over it. This makes you one of our clan if you
will wear this; and no lovelier spirit ever wore it." He
took the blue jewel from his shoulder and pinned the
cloth upon her shoulder. "There," he said, "now you
are pinned to us. Our word is 'Truth shines'." With
that belief they parted on the brink of the cataract. He
kissed her hands again and glared into her eyes. He was'
unlike any man who had made love to her in the pastt
but she was never near him without feeling shattered
by the vehemence of his feeling. He went swiftly out
of the room; she flung herself down and kissed where
his feet had stood. "I never thought that I could do
that for a man," she muttered.

The night was somewhat showery till after midnight,
then clearing winds blew till dawn; after that they died
the sky cleared for fair weather.
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